Pathological Love Relationship (PLR) definition
PLR theory and its influences from other
fields and disciplines
Differentiating these relationships and
abusers from others
Research and treatment limitations

Personality Disorders and Their
Application to Pathological Love
Relationships
How to spot a Pathological Love Relationship
Identifying Pathological Love Relationships
through personality and personality disorders
The DSM Alternative Model about
personality disorders and interpersonal risk
Significance of partner pathology as
‘pervasive’ and the relevance to survivor’s
understanding
Problems identifying Pathological Love
Relationships
How to identify relational pathology from
the DSM-5® four impairments

Relational Dynamics and Stages of PLRs
DSM descriptions used as one of the identifiers
in spotting a Pathological Love Relationship
Stages of Pathological Love Relationships
Pre-Stage— trolling, luring and predatory
targeting tactics
Early Stage— manufactured intensity and
reflective relational tactics
Mid-Phase —when the mask slips
End relationship dynamics

Survivor Personalities and Targeted Traits:
Critical Considerations for Prevention,
Intervention, and Treatment
Who these survivors are NOT
Survivor personality super trait elevations
and its importance in targeting and recovery
• Agreeableness and cooperation: the
relationship investment trait
• Conscientiousness and self-directedness:
the integrity-oriented life traits
Misidentification/misdiagnosis of
personality ‘Super Traits’
Codependency, dependent PD, borderline
PD, empaths
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OPIOID CRISIS
AND MENTAL HEALTH

Opioids are a type of medicine used to treat
pain. They include recreational drugs, such as
heroin and opium, and prescription drugs, such
as morphine, codeine and fentanyl.

How these survivor’s symptoms can be
different
‘Atypical’ trauma and misdiagnosis
Cognitive dissonance and its presentation in
survivors
Difference in chronic and persistent CD—
not your college understanding
Cognitive dissonance and its connection to
PTSD intensification
Trauma treatment and further treatment
issues

Narcissistic

OPIOID STATISTICS

64,000

and

People died in 2016 from a drug
overdose in the United States

70%

236 MILLION
Opioid prescriptions
were dispensed by
doctors in 2016

of people who
have abused
prescription
painkillers reported
getting them from
friends or relatives
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%
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of the global supply
of opioids is consumed
in the United States

Psychopathic
Abuse

Overdoses are now the leading cause of
death for Americans under 50

HOW OPIOIDS WORK
Normal Brain Activity

Opioid Effect on the Brain
Neurotransmitters

Neurotransmitters
Carrier of body signals
(including pain)

Group Training
Solutions Made Easy!
Opioid Drugs

Perfectly sized to bind to
the opioid receptors

Opioid Receptors

Forwards signals from
the neurotransmitters
to the brain

Opioid Receptors

Neurotransmitters connect to
the opioid receptors and send
the body’s normal signals to
the brain.

Normal Signals
to the Brain

Opioid drugs bind to the
opioid receptors and block
the neurotransmitters. A flood
of pleasurable and soothing
signals enter the brain.

Abnormal Signals
to the Brain

Opioid Tolerant Brain

Opioid Withdrawal Brain

Neurotransmitters

Neurotransmitters

Opioid Drugs

Opioid Receptors

Opioid Receptors

Opioid receptors become less
responsive with time, resulting
in a need for more opioid
drugs just to feel normal. This is
referred to as opioid tolerance.

Diminished Abnormal
Signals to the Brain

Trauma Symptoms and the Aftermath
of Narcissistic Abuse:
Atypical Presentations of Trauma and
Keys to Treating the Survivor

Join us online, for this live training!
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Pathological Love Relationships

With the removal of the opioid
drugs, not all of the opioid
receptors are activated. This
causes symptoms of anxiety,
depression, physical pain and
illness (or withdrawal).

Withdrawal Signals
to the Brain

• ONLINE or in-person
16%
• Customizable
OVER 50%
• Easy remote access
21-29
• From 5 to 5000
• CE hours available
OPIOIDS

& MENTAL HEALTH

of Americans who
have mental health
disorders receive

of all the opioid prescriptions in the United States

Opioid Use in Adults
Adults without
Mental Health
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that use opioids
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Adults with
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that use opioids

of patients
prescribed opioids
for chronic pain
misuse them

18.7%
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1 out of 10 people with
substance abuse disorder
seek treatment
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Patient Prescribed Opioids
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Outline

The Clinicians’ Guide to the New Field of
Traumatic Pathological Love Relationships

Follow the Directions
Ask for Alternatives

Ask your doctor for alternative drugs to
avoid opioids.

Follow the directions given to you by the
doctor or pharmacist. Do not take more
or less without their approval.

Do Not Share

Never give your medication to anyone else.

Watch out for Interactions

Learn about the possible food and drug
interactions with the medication.

Look for the Signs

Learn and watch for the signs of an
opioid overdose.

Keep Opioids Safe

Keep all medication in a safe and secure
location.

Proper Disposal

FDA guidelines state unused prescriptions
should be delivered to a drug drop-off
location or flushed down the toilet.

Medical Professionals

Narcissistic and
Psychopathic
Abuse
Consider Non-Medical Drugs

Weigh the Benefits

Only prescribe opioids when the benefits
outweigh the risks.

Prescribe for Shorter Durations

Only prescribe opioids when theRE pain is
severe enough for their use and no longer
(usually three days or less).

Talk with your patients about
non-medical drug use and consider
possible interactions.

Monitor Refill Requests

Watch patient history for frequent
unscheduled refill requests or new
medication requests as it may be a sign
of a problem.

Talk to the Medical Community

Lower Doses

Begin with the lowest effective dose when
prescribing opioids, and then reassess
benefits and risks before increasing it.

Use a Prescription Drug Monitoring
System (PDMs) to help identify drug
misuse, abuse, and “doctor shopping”
(patients who move from provider to
provider for multiple prescriptions).
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Live Webinar Schedule
(Times listed in Mountain)

8:00 Program begins
11:50-1:00 Lunch Break

4:00 Program ends
There will be two 15-min breaks (mid-morning & mid-afternoon).
Actual lunch and break start times are at the discretion of the speaker.
A more detailed schedule is available upon request.

Objectives
1. Justify why differentiating Pathological Love Relationships and narcissistic abuse from other
domestic violence, addictive, co-dependent, or dysfunctional relationships is important to
effective trauma treatment.
2. Analyze the unique relational dynamics generated from the pathology and the traumatic impact
to intimate partners

The Clinicians’ Guide to the New Field of
Traumatic Pathological Love Relationships

LIVE Interactive Webinar
Friday, May 7, 2021

3. Investigate the five stages of a Pathological Love Relationship (narcissistic abuse).
4. Apply the DSM-5 Alternative Model personality disorder ‘four impairments’ to predict relational
deficits in narcissistic abuse.

• Recognize the signs of abuse from Cluster B
disordered partners
• Discover why certain survivor personalities
seem to be targeted
• Key considerations for treating the traumatic
aftermath

LIVE Interactive Webinar
Friday, May 7, 2021

BONUS! – Registration includes FREE on-demand access for 3 months.

BONUS! – Registration includes FREE on-demand access for 3 months.

5. Investigate co-morbid and intensification factors related to behavior of the narcissistic abuser.
6. Assess the role of chronic and pervasive Cognitive Dissonance in survivor symptomology.

• Prepare yourself to work in this emerging
counseling field!

www.pesi.com

REGISTER NOW:
pesi.com/webcast/84957

www.pesi.com
A Non-Profit Organization Connecting Knowledge with Need Since 1979

REGISTER NOW:

pesi.com/webcast/84957

Narcissistic and Psychopathic Abuse
You may have trauma clients who are victims of narcissistic abuse without even knowing it.
In a clinical setting, victims of narcissistic abuse can be conditioned to behave a certain way,
to show only the good things. They can dissociate to remove themselves from the trauma,
and struggle to talk about the abuse in therapy. Some may not even be aware of the abuse,
especially if the narcissist is still involved.
If you’re like most clinicians, you only have a surficial understanding of personality disorders
and the traumatic harm they can inflict on their partners. Without the proper training you
can fail to connect the dots and miss a key component of treatment for these clients.
This program will give you the in-depth understanding and clinical tools you need to
recognize the signs of abuse from Cluster B disordered partners and discover the keys to
treating the survivors!
Sandra Brown, M.A., is a pioneer in the field of narcissistic and psychopathic abuse
and the president of The Association for NPD/Psychopathy Survivor Treatment, Research &
Education who has worked with and researched narcissistic abuse survivors for over 30 years.
Join her, along with experts Claudia Paradise, LCSW-R and Bill Brennan, M.Ed., LMHC, CAP, for
this live one-day webinar as they show you how you can:
• Identify pathological love relationships
• Differentiate PLRs from other stereotypical domestic violence, addictive, co-dependent,
or dysfunctional relationships
• Recognize the unique relational dynamics generated from the pathology and the
traumatic impact to intimate partners
• Understand why certain survivor personalities seem to be targeted
• Discover key considerations for treating the traumatic aftermath
Don’t miss this chance to add a new dimension to your trauma treatment toolbox and help
survivors of narcissistic abuse find the path to recovery. Register today!

Marriage & Family Therapists • Counselors • Social Workers
Addiction Counselors • Psychiatric Nurses

S
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Sandra L. Brown, M.A., has worked with narcissistic abuse survivors for over 30 years is often

referred to as the pioneer in the field of pathological love relationships (relationships with partners who have
narcissism or psychopathy). Her seminal work and research helped launch the ‘Narcissistic and Psychopathic
Abuse field. She is an author of hundreds of articles for survivors on narcissistic abuse and her books include
the highly popular How to Spot a Dangerous Man Before You Get Involved (Hunter House, 2005), the award
winning Women Who Love Psychopaths: Inside the Relationships of Inevitable Harm With Psychopaths, Sociopaths
& Narcissists (Mask Publishing, 2018), as well as the clinically relevant Counseling Victims of Violence (American
Counseling Association, 1991). She is the president of The Association for NPD/Psychopathy Survivor
Treatment, Research & Education, and the CEO of The Institute for Relational Harm Reduction and Public
Pathology Education.
Speaker Disclosure:
Financial: Sandra Brown is the director of The Institute for Relational Harm Reduction& Public Pathology Education. She is the
president of The Association for NPD/Psychopathy Survivor Treatment, Research & Education. Ms. Brown is an author and receives
royalties. She receives a speaking honorarium from PESI, Inc.
Non-financial: Sandra Brown has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose.

Risk Free Purchase! PESI stands by our trainings and
we have a 100% satisfaction guarantee. If you are not
satisfied, please contact our customer service team at
www.pesi.com/info or 800-844-8260 and we will make it right.

PESI Offers Group Discounts!
To save on groups of 5 or more, contact us at pesi.com/info!
Questions? Visit our FAQ page at www.pesi.com/faq or contact us at www.pesi.com/info.
Have a seminar idea? A manuscript to publish? The nation’s top speakers and authors
contact PESI first. If you are interested in becoming a speaker or have a new topic idea,
please contact Ryan Bartholomew at rbartholomew@pesi.com or call 715-855-8225.

Choose your Learning Experience!
PESI offers multiple formats to fit your CE needs

Register Online at: pesi.com/webcast/84957
Live Interactive Webinar (Option 1)
May 7, 2021 PWZ84956
$219.99 tuition

8am Mountain time
Live Webinar Experience:
• Participate live in real-time while connecting and collaborating with peers
• Ask the presenter your questions
• Earn a live CE certificate
FREE BONUS: Replay on-demand access for 90-days after webinar

Claudia Paradise, LCSW-R, has been in private practice since 1995 and specializes in in Cluster

B Personality Disorders and relationship abuse. She is an analytically trained psychodynamic psychotherapist
who also integrates CBT, DBT & EMDR into her work with adults, couples, and children. Claudia is a board
member of the Association for NPD/Psychopathy Survivor Treatment, Research & Education and serves on
the executive committee of The Institute for Contemporary Psychotherapy’s Center for the Study of Anorexia
and Bulimia. In addition to her writing and public speaking on the wide-reaching effects of narcissism and
sociopathy on the individual, the family, and the environment she also provides supervision and teaches
professionals at an institute level on the treatment, and prevention of self-harm and narcissistic abuse. Claudia
earned her MSW in clinical social work from the NYU Silver School of Social Work.
Speaker Disclosure:
Financial: Claudia Paradise is on the advisory board for the Association for NPD-Psychopathy Survivor Treatment. She is also
a board member, teacher, and supervisor for the Center for the Study of Anorexia & Bulimia. Ms. Paradise maintains a private
practice. She is a writer and clinician for LoveFraud.com. Ms. Paradise receives a speaking honorarium from PESI, Inc.
Non-financial: Claudia Paradise has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose.

Bill Brennan, M.Ed., LMHC, CAP, is a psychotherapist who is a Certified Addictions
Professional, Trauma Professional, and is EMDR certified with experience in inpatient, outpatient, and private
practice levels of treatment. He has worked with survivors of Pathological Relationships for the last 10 years
and has co-facilitated narcissistic abuse recovery in individual, group, and retreat formats. Bill is a board
member of the Association for NPD/Psychopathy Survivor Treatment, Research & Education and holds a
master’s degree in counseling education from Florida Atlantic University.
Speaker Disclosure:
Financial: William Brennan maintains a private practice. He is a member of the board for the Association for NPD/Psychopathy Survivor
Treatment, Research & Education. Mr. Brennan receives a speaking honorarium from PESI, Inc.
Non-financial: William Brennan has no relevant non-financial relationship to disclose.

Target Audience:

SIGN UP-TODAY!

Meet Your Speaker

CE CREDITS AVAILABLE FOR LIVE WEBINAR
This continuing education activity is designed
to meet state board requirements for the
following professionals: Marriage & Family
Therapists, Counselors, Social Workers,
Addiction Counselors, Nurses, Physcians.
For specific credit approvals and details, visit
pesi.com/webcast/84957
National CE Credit Approvals For Live Webinar
Credits listed are for full attendance at the live webcast only. The
CE certificate can be downloaded/printed after completing the
webcast and passing the online post-test evaluation (80% passing
score). Please see schedule for full attendance start and end
times. NOTE: Boards do not allow credit for breaks or lunch.
This course has been approved by PESI, Inc., as a NAADAC
Approved Education Provider, for 6.0 CE in the Counseling
Services skill group. NAADAC Provider #77553. PESI, Inc. is
responsible for all aspects of their programming. Full attendance
is required; no partial credit will be awarded for partial attendance
PESI, Inc. is accredited as a provider of nursing continuing
professional development by the American Nurses
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. Nurses in
full attendance will earn 6.25 contact hours.

PESI, Inc. is accredited by
the Accreditation Council for
Continuing Medical Education
to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.

*Live CE is only available when viewed live

Get a Group Discount! Contact us at pesi.com/info to save for groups of 5 or more

On-Demand Digital Seminar (Option 2)
$219.99

POS057465
Digital Seminar Experience:
• Learn at your own pace with 24/7 access from your PESI account
• Access to the program materials
• Enjoy lifetime on-demand access
• Earn a self-study CE certificate

CE hours and approvals may vary from live event. Visit www.pesi.com or call 800-844-8260 to check for availability.

DVD (Option 3)
$219.99

RNV057465
DVD Experience:
• Self-study CE certificate available

CE hours, approvals and cost of CE Certificates may vary from live event. Visit www.pesi.com or call 800-844-8260 to
check for availability and pricing

Earn up to

6.25 CE

Hours for one
low price!

PESI, Inc., #1062, is approved to offer social work
continuing education by the Association of Social Work
Boards (ASWB) Approved Continuing Education (ACE)
program. Organizations, not individual courses, are approved as ACE
providers. State and provincial regulatory boards have the final authority to
determine whether an individual course may be accepted for continuing
education credit. PESI, Inc. maintains responsibility for this course. ACE
provider approval period: January 27, 2020 - January 27, 2023. Social
Workers completing this course receive 6.25 Clinical Practice continuing
education credits. Course Level: Intermediate. Full attendance is required;
no partial credits will be offered for partial attendance. A certificate of
attendance will be awarded at the end of the program to social workers
who complete the program evaluation.

Self-study credit: To check availability for your profession, go to
www.pesi.com or call 800-844-8260 with your licensing board to
verify acceptance of self-study credit for license renewal.
*Content and materials in this course may include interventions and
modalities that are beyond the authorized practice of your profession.
As a licensed professional, you are responsible for reviewing the scope
of practice, including activities that are defined in law as beyond the
boundaries of practice in accordance with and in compliance with your
profession’s standards.
PESI, Inc. offers continuing education programs and products under the
brand names PESI, PESI Healthcare, PESI Kids, PESI Rehab and Psychotherapy
Networker.

For all credit approvals and details, visit: www.pesi.com/webcast/84957

Recommended Reading:
Somatic Psychotherapy Toolbox
125 Worksheets and Exercises to Treat
Trauma & Stress
Manuela Mischke-Reeds, MA, MFT

Trauma Treatment Toolbox
165 Brain-Changing Tips, Tools &
Handouts to Move Therapy Forward
Jennifer Sweeton, Psy.D., M.S., M.A.

$34.99 $24.99*

$34.99 $24.99*

PUB085450

PUB085910

* Discount Included with purchase of the Webinar

OTHER WAYS TO REGISTER
Phone: 800-844-8260
Fax:
Mail:

800-554-9775
PESI, Inc.
PO Box 1000
Eau Claire, WI 54702-1000

*If mailing/faxing registration, find form at
www.pesi.com/form or call 800-844-8260

ADA NEEDS
We would be happy to accommodate your ADA needs; Please notify
us at time of registration.

QUESTIONS
Visit pesi.com/faq or contact us at pesi.com/info

TAXES AND SHIPPING
Taxes and shipping apply where applicable, see website
for details
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